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O ne of the key objectives of our 
Newsletter is to enable former 

members to keep in touch with one 
another as well as to provide information 
on our legislative colleagues in their post-
political life. We try to do this in our 
section ―Where Are They Now?‖ which 
in this issue includes Linda McIntosh and 
Harold Neufeld, both former ministers in 
the Filmon administration plus Paul 
Edwards, a former Liberal leader.  

To enhance our appreciation of our 
provincial political history we have a 
series on prominent cabinet ministers 
from past governments. In this issue we 
include Ivan Schultz who was an MLA 
between 1930 and 1955 including 16 
years in cabinet holding various 
portfolios. Also, we have an article on 
Salome Halldorson who served between 
1936 and 1941 and as such was the 
second woman in our political history to 
have been elected to the provincial 
legislature. 

We also report on the successful 
―Bear Pit‖ session held on December 

28th, 2008 with the 
Youth Parliament of 
Manitoba which 
included former 
Premier, Howard 
Pawley; Reg Alcock, 
former federal 
cabinet minister; Al 
Mackling, former 
cabinet minister in 
the Schreyer and 
Pawley administrations; 
and Harold Neufeld, a 
former cabinet minister 
in the Filmon 
government. 

We also report on the well-attended 
Luncheon Discussion Group meeting last 
January with Professor Paul Thomas 
presenting his views on why Canadians 
are disillusioned with politics. 

Al Mackling presented a brief to the 
Legislative Committee on Senate Reform 
on February 21st and we include it in our 
section ―The Readers Voice‖. All former 
MLAs are encouraged to send in articles 
of opinion on topics of interest to our 
members. 

Our In Memoriam section includes 
the obituary of Pete Adam (Ste.Rose-
1971-86) who passed away at the age of 
95. Pete served in the cabinet during the 
Pawley administration. 

(Continued on page 2) 
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T he Association of Former Manitoba MLAs 

held its 2008 Annual General Meeting on 

November 13th in the Norwood Hotel in Winnipeg. 

The existing Board of Directors for 2007-08 were  

re-elected at the Annual Meeting in November, 2008. 

However, as in keeping with past practice the Board 

collectively decided on the various positions each 

would assume for 2008-09.  

The assignment of responsibilities was practically 

the same as last year but with a few changes at the 

request of the individual members. Also, the existing 

Board was pleased to add Harry Schellenberg to its 

membership. 

The following arrangement was unanimously 

agreed upon. 

 

Board of Directors 

 President and Newsletter Editor ... Len Evans 

 1st Vice-president and  
Activities Coordinator................... Linda Asper 

 2nd Vice-president ..................... Bud Sherman 

 Secretary and Youth  
Parliament Coordinator ................... Clif Evans 

 Treasurer .........................................Marty Dolin 

Members-at-large 

 Doreen Dodick .......... Membership/Donation 
Coordinator 

 Harry Schellenberg ............ High School Essay 
Coordinator 

 Herold Driedger.. High School Essay Advisor 

 Rene Toupin 

 Avis Gray 

 Muriel Smith 

Board Meetings 

The Board will hold four meetings throughout 

the year.    

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2008-2009 

Upcoming Events 

Luncheon Discussion Group 

At its next meeting the Luncheon Discussion 
Group will discuss the current economic situation in 
Manitoba and Canada. It will be held in the 
Norwood Hotel in September. Further details will be 
announced in the near future. 

Speaker’s Reception 

The Speaker’s Receptions will be held on 
October 15th in the Legislature. Further details will 
be announced in the near future. 

Annual General Meeting 

This year’s AGM will be on November 5th in 
the Norwood Hotel at 10:30 a.m. The meeting will 
be followed by a luncheon and a guest speaker. 

Bear Pit Session 

The Bear Pit Session with the Youth Parliament 
of Manitoba will be held in the Legislative Assembly 
on December 28th at 7:30 p.m. Our Association will 
host a reception afterwards. All former MLAs and 
their family and friends are welcome. 

Back Issues on Website 

This is the 21st issue of our Newsletter. You can 
view and/or download an electronic copy of this 
newsletter (and all back-issues) on the Internet by 
going to our website:  
http://www.formermanitobamla.ca. 

If you have any comments or suggestions about our Newsletter 

please forward them to your Editor at levans@mts.net or 

write to me c/o Speaker’s Office, Room 244, 450 Broadway 

Avenue, Winnipeg, Manitoba, R3C 0V8.   

http://www.formermanitobamla.ca
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ASSOCIATION SPONSORS BEAR PIT SESSION 
Youth Parliament of Manitoba, December 2008  

Association Sponsors Bear Pit Session and Reception at the 2008 Youth 

Parliament of Manitoba in 

Legislature 

The 2008 annual joint session of the 
Youth Parliament of Manitoba and the 
Association of Former Manitoba MLAs 
was held on December 28th in the 
Legislature.  

Opening remarks were made by 
officials of the Youth Parliament as well 
as by Len Evans, President of the 
Association.  

In addition the Youth Parliament 
honoured several of its former members 
including Howard Pawley, Premier of 
Manitoba in the 1980’s. 

Bear Pit Session Huge Success 

Len Evans introduced the former 
MLAs who agreed to participate in the 
2008 ―Bear Pit‖ Session.  

They were: Howard Pawley (Selkirk–
1969-88) and former Premier; Reg Alcock 
(Osborne–1988-93) former Liberal House Leader in the Assembly and former federal Cabinet Minister; Harold 
Neufeld, (Rossmere–1988-93) former Minister of Energy and Mines; and Al Mackling (St.James–1969-73 and 1981
–88) former Attorney General and minister of several portfolios. 

(Continued on page 4) 

SOME HONOURABLE MEMBERS  
Editor: Len Evans, former MLA for Brandon East (1969-99). 

Typesetting and Design: by Karin Carlson - karincarlson.net 

 

Please submit content for the Newsletter to the Editor, 
Len Evans at levans@mts.net, or by writing to: 

 Len Evans c/o Speaker’s Office,  
Rm. 244, 450 Broadway Ave. 

Winnipeg, MB R3C 0V8 

Len Evans opening “Bear Pit” session with Katie Szigalyi, Youth Speaker, 

and Bonnie Korzenowski, Deputy Speaker, observing. 

Seated around the table are “Bears” Reg Alcock, Howard Pawley, Al 

Mackling and Harold Neufeld. 

 

mailto:levans@mts.net
http://karincarlson.net/
mailto:levans@mts.net
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The Session was co-chaired by 
Deputy Speaker, Bonnie Korzenowski 
and Youth Parliament Speaker, Katie 
Szilagyi.  

As usual there was a flood of 
questions from the young 
parliamentarians lasting an hour and a 
half. In fact it could have gone on 
longer since many parliamentarians 
were on their feet wanting to ask 
questions when the time limit was 
reached.  

Among some of the questions 

asked were: 

What would Howard Pawley 
have done if he was in power 
when the Meech Lake issue was 
before the Manitoba 
Legislature? 

Would you comment on the 
current federal conflict in Ottawa between the 
Harper Government and the Coalition? 

Will the proposed football stadium be realized 
and when will it come about? 

Would you comment on federal-provincial 
relations in this time of economic insecurity? 

What economic policies did the Pawley 
Government initiate to fight the economic 
recession in the 1980’s? 

Why is their a lack of sufficient medical 
services in small towns such as Virden? 

Why is there less emphasis on policies than on 
images of political leaders? 

How do we bring about better and more 
adequate labelling of food products sold in 
stores? 

What kind of economic stimulus policies 
should Canada be implementing? 

How can we improve safety on buses? 

(Continued from page 3) 

(Continued on page 5) 

Executive members of the Youth Parliament together with former MLAs Len 

Evans, Howard Pawley and Clif Evans. From left to right we have: Jennifer 

Pawluk (Deputy Youth Premier), Matt Bolley (Deputy Youth Speaker), Len 

Evans, Darcy Vermeulen (Youth House Leader), Katie Szilagy (Youth 

Speaker), Howard Pawley, Amy Dhillon (Youth Premier) and Clif Evans 

Reg Alcock passing on words of advice to some 

young parliamentarians 
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Should affirmative action 
legislation be repealed? 

What are your views on 
welfare programs? 

What are your views on 
Canada’s role in 
Afghanistan? 

Why has there been there 
such low voter turn out in 
recent elections? 

What is your opinion on 
Senate reform? 

How would you vote if 
you disagreed with your 
party on an issue that was 
important to you? 

What is your opinion on 
green shifts? 

The young parliamentarians 
seemed to be impressed with the 
depth of knowledge and political 
understanding of our ―Bears‖. In 
many ways it was truly a learning 
session for them and in a positive 
atmosphere. 

Reception 

In cooperation with the 
Speaker the Association hosted a 
reception in the Rotunda 
immediately after the ―Bear Pit‖ 
session concluded. This provided 
a great opportunity for the 
―young‖ and ―old‖ parliament-
tarians to further discuss current 
issues and to exchange ideas on a 
wide range of topics in a convivial 

atmosphere.    

Howard Pawley and Al Mackling surrounded by  

young parliamentarians and friends. 

“A perfect summer day is when the sun is shining,  

the breeze is blowing, the birds are singing,  

and the lawn mower is broken.” 

~James Dent 

Youth Parliament in session 
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Paul G. Thomas, Duff Roblin Professor of 

Government, University of Manitoba presents 

observations on why Canadians are disillusioned with 

politics 

At its Luncheon Meeting of January 28th at the Norwood 
Hotel our Association’s ―Discussion Group‖ heard a 
presentation by Professor Paul Thomas on the disillusionment 
that exists today with our political processes. Recently he has 
written an essay on this subject and we have included below 
some of Professor Thomas’ thoughts on our situation. 

―Opinion surveys tell us that among occupations, politicians 
are ranked last in terms of trustworthiness. The same surveys 
also reveal low levels of public confidence in the capacity of 
governments to deal effectively with such major policy challenges 
as climate change, healthcare reform, poverty, aboriginal issues and law and order. 

―Mistrust of politicians and pessimism about the capabilities of governments are related. Politicians have 
become both the creators and the captives of an increasingly cynical public. Over the years political parties 
and their leaders have made election promises which they never intended to adopt or which were too good 

(Continued on page 7) 

LUNCHEON DISCUSSION GROUP 
Paul G. Thomas, Speaker  

Paul G. Thomas, Duff Roblin Professor of Gov-

ernment, University of Manitoba  

Attached is my annual donation to the 
association. 

  $50     Other Amount $ _________  

Name:  ___________________________   

Address:  _________________________  

Phone: ___________________________   

E-Mail:  __________________________   

Signed: ___________________________   

Date: ____________________________   

 

 

Note: All former Manitoba MLAs are 
automatically members of the Association. 
However, an annual donation of $50 or more is 
requested to assist in paying various 
administration and operating costs.  

Please send your cheque payable to: 

Association of Former Manitoba MLAs  
c/o The Speakers Office 
244 - 450 Broadway Avenue 
Winnipeg, Manitoba R3C 0V8 

Association of Former Manitoba MLAs Membership Donation 



P A G E  7  

S P R I N G /S U M M E R  2 0 09  

for the voters to resist and impossible to 
implement. Along with over promising and under 
delivering, politicians have shown little regard for 
the intelligence of voters and their potential to learn 
about complicated policy issues. Instead of seeking 
to play an informing and educational role, 
politicians use polling, focus groups, psycho-
demographic analysis of the electorate and 
sophisticated communications strategies to arouse 
an apathetic public and to manipulate public 
opinion to gain voter support. 

―It has been said that politicians campaign in 
poetry and govern in prose. During elections, 
simple, emotive stories are used to establish a 
dominant narrative and to make an emotional 
connection with voters. Between elections the 
proceedings of legislatures, especially as covered by 
the media, resemble a permanent election campaign 
in which the competing political parties engage in 
highly adversarial, negative, personal and theatrical 
attacks. Governments attempt to ―spin‖ stories and 
to manage the news, while opposition parties 
interpret every revelation of a problem in a highly 
suspicious, accusatory light. Very little informed, 
balanced discussion of their real issues of governing 
complex societies takes place and very little learning 
for the parties or the public (if it is watching) takes 
place. Slogans, sound bites and feigned certainly 
ignore the ambiguities, uncertainties and ricks of 
governing in the 21st century. 

―Partisanship, competition and some degree of 
negativity is appropriate in a pluralistic society 
where there are legitimate disagreements over both 
the ends and means of public policy. Competition 
among parties provides the energy which drives 
elections and the legislative process. Parties help to 
shape voter choices at election time, they serve as 
recruitment agencies to fill public offices, they 
perform the roles of government and oppositions 
in our cabinet-parliamentary system of government, 
and in these ways they provide a basis for achieving 
responsiveness and accountability to citizens. 

If politics is essentially about the representation 
and accommodation of divergent values and 
interests, the channeling of social conflicts in a 

(Continued on page 8) 

Vic Schroeder, Harry Schellenberg and Leonard Harapiak 

Mrs.Hanuschak, Ben Hanuschak, Harry Schellenberg and 

Leonard Harapiak 

Friends enjoying the luncheon 
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AL PATTERSON MOVES TO TORONTO 

constructive manner and the mobilization of public 
consent and support for new directions within 
society, then we need better informed and more 
skillful political leaders. We also need a higher 
quality and more constructive partisanship from all 

the political parties which compete for office in this 
country. Yearning for charismatic, transformational 
political leaders who by the power of their ideas and 
their eloquence transcend social divisions and unify 
large majorities behind a shared vision is an 
unrealistic basis for the achievement of good 

government.‖  

(Continued from page 7) 

A l Patterson (Radisson-1988-90) who was a founding member of our 
Association has decided to move to Toronto to be nearer to family 
members.  

Al served on our Board of Directors almost since the beginning and played a 
key role in organizing our Speaker’s Bureau. He also assisted in preparing the 
Newsletter at one time and participated in grading the essays in the High 
School Essay contest. Al attended all of our functions and rarely missed an 
executive meeting. 

Al will celebrate his 90th birthday on July 12th. He was honoured by his many 
friends at a farewell party in June prior to his departure. 

On behalf of the Association, Len Evans, President, conveyed a message of 
sincere appreciation to Al for his dedication, time and effort over the years; and 

extended best wishes for many more years of health and happiness.  Al Patterson 

Professor Thomas in conversation with Binx Remnant, 

former Clerk of the Legislature. 

Norm Donogh, former Director of Information Services, 

Larry Maguire, MLA for Arthur-Virden, Allison Molgat and 

Binx Remnant, former Clerk of the Legislature 
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First Prize Essay 

by Krupa Kotecha 

I n 1977, the law that stated a 

Canadian citizen who chose to 

become a citizen of another 

country automatically 

surrendered their Canadian 

citizenship was overturned, due 

to a standing committee that 

argued the injustice of the fact 

that the law would only affect 

Canadians seeking citizenship of 

another country, not foreigners 

seeking Canadian citizenship. 

More than thirty years later, the 

practice of ―dual citizenship‖, in 

which people possess citizenship 

of two separate countries, has 

been adopted by over ninety 

different nations around the 

globe and over five hundred 

thousand Canadians (1.8 percent 

of the population). However, the 

evacuation of Lebanese foreign 

nationals during the Israeli-

Hezbollah conflict in the summer 

of 2006 ignited a flurry of 

controversy regarding dual 

citizenship and the liability that it 

imposes upon Canadian 

taxpayers. Analogies between 

dual citizenship and bigamy were 

raised, with many posing the 

question, ―how can you have 

both at the same time?‖. Upon 

closer reflection regarding the 

advantages of dual citizenship, it 

becomes apparent that the 

political response to the Lebanese 

evacuation and the debate that it 

has spurred regarding the 

(Continued on page 10) 

Len Evans. President, and Clif Evans, Secretary, 
presented Certificates to the winners as follows: 

First Prize: Krupa Kotecha 

Second Prize: Mumo Stephen Musyoka 

Third Prize: Natalie Dearborn 

The prizes were $500.00 (1st), $300.00 (2nd) and 

$200.00 (3rd).  

This Year’s topic: 

“Canada Recognizes Dual Citizenship for 

Some of its Citizens. Do You Think That 

This Practice Should Be Maintained or 

Abolished?” 

Third Prize Winner 

Natalie Dearborn 

Second Prize Winner 

Mumo Stephen Musyoka 

First Prize Winner 

Krupa Kotechka 

2008 HIGH SCHOOL ESSAY CONTENT WINNERS 
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abolition of dual citizenship in 

Canada is one that is not only long 

on emotion, but also short on  

facts.  

Dual citizenship enables Canadians 

to maintain ties to their homeland, 

creating connections that promote 

Canadian goods and political 

leadership on an international scale. 

As was conveyed by NDP 

Citizenship and Immigration Critic 

Bill Siksay, ―immigration has been 

key to Canada and our role in the 

world…revoking dual citizenship 

would hurt our country, be a major 

blow to many Canadian citizens, 

decrease mobility, make 

international travel more difficult, 

hurt tourism and immigration, and 

impact negatively on trade and 

Canada’s international 

relationships‖. The benefits to 

foreign trade and globalization that 

dual citizenship provides is being 

recognized by an 

increasing number of 

countries, such as 

Australia and India, both 

of which altered their 

nationality laws in 2002 

and 2003, respectively. 

In 2006, former 

Australian Prime 

Minister John Howard 

advocated dual 

citizenship as a necessity 

for economic 

advancement, stating 

―we want Australians to 

become worldwide 

managing directors of 

multinational 

companies‖. As many 

countries have it in their 

constitutions to limit 

investments that ―foreigners‖ can 

make, allowing people to possess 

dual citizenship not only opens 

doors of economic opportunity for 

individuals, but countries as well.  

Perhaps one of the most obvious 

advantages of dual citizenship is 

that it is imperative to the 

integration of immigrants. It 

conveys to newcomers that they 

are welcome to Canada, reassuring 

them that they will not be judged 

for maintaining ties or connections 

to their homeland. Studies 

conducted by Irene Bloemraad, a 

sociologist at the University of 

California at Berkley, have shown 

that immigrants to Canada are 

more likely to take out citizenship 

than are immigrants to countries 

where dual citizenship is forbidden, 

such as in Germany. The number 

of immigrants who took the final 

step of becoming full Canadian 

citizens rose from 60 percent in 

1971 to 75 percent in 2001, while 

naturalization rates in Germany 

continued to remain low, at times 

decreasing. Bloemraad supports the 

trend by explaining that residents 

to Canada feel more socially and 

politically welcome than in 

countries where conceptions exist 

of immigrants as either people who 

must assimilate fully or remain 

temporary ―guests‖.  

Often, immigrants to a new 

country are reluctant to give up 

their old citizenship and seek out 

the citizenship of their new country 

for varying reasons, including in 

case their expectations in the 

receiving country are not met or 

because their old citizenship is a 

symbol of their identity. 

Particularly in countries where the 

distinction (in terms of access to 

resources, job opportunities and 

social security), between 

immigrants and citizens is 

insignificant (such as in Canada 

where landed immigrants enjoy 

almost the same rights as citizens), 

the reluctance of residents to seek 

out new citizenship when it means 

losing the citizenship of their birth 

is greater.  

This reluctance to obtain 

citizenship becomes problematic as 

citizenship enables participation in 

the political processes (voting, 

participating in debates around 

election issues, standing for 

election), and thus those who are 

not willing to become citizens of 

their host country are left out of 

this process. If residents are not 

involved in this the democratic 

procedure, policymaking becomes 

seriously disconnected and 

(Essay Contest winner, Cont. from page 9) 

(Continued on page 11) 

―To see the Summer Sky Is Poetry, though 
never in a Book it lie — True Poems flee.‖ 

 ~ Emily Dickinson 

 



P A G E  1 1  

S P R I N G /S U M M E R  2 0 09  

accountability is hard to determine. 

Allowing dual citizenship creates 

favorable conditions for the 

integration, not assimilation, of 

newcomers, where immigrants can 

become citizens of their receiving 

country and be meaningful 

participants in the democratic 

process. Countries, recognizing the 

significance of the democratic 

process, have turned to allowing 

dual citizenship, as it serves in the 

best interests of the democratic 

state and political integration of 

migrants. ―Dual nationality and 

thus citizenship is a mechanism to 

enhance political participation of 

immigrants and also to motivate 

political representative to take into 

account immigrant rights and 

interests.‖ (Faist, 2004, 921).  

The aftermath of the 2006 Iraeli-

Hezboaal conflict, in which the 

Canadian government spent over 

63 million dollars evacuating 

upwards of 50 000 Canadians from 

Lebanon, has resulted in 

unprecedented political and public 

response to the topic of dual 

citizenship. A more in-depth look 

at the 2006 incident, however, 

shows that it is in fact the 

development of a Canadian 

diaspora strategy that recognizes 

the transnational reality of modern-

day immigration that may prove 

more useful than the abolition of 

dual citizenship. For example, in 

1956, the US State Department 

asked its citizens to reimburse 

some of the costs of evacuation, 

even though it evacuates without 

concern for ability to pay. ―We do 

not make any distinction between 

dual-national American Citizens 

and natural-born Americans‖, says 

Janelle Hironimus, spokeswoman 

for the State Department. This may 

well be an option for the Canadian 

government to consider—rescuing 

our citizens first, regardless of 

location, yet requesting financial 

compensation for their efforts. 

This notion of not creating 

―second-class citizens‖ is 

supported by Deputy Critic Olivia 

Chow, an immigrant herself and 

MP for Trinity-Spandina in 

Toronto, who has said, ―all 

immigrants face the risk of being 

made to feel like second class 

citizens… during the war in 

Lebanon, we saw the loyalty of 

many dual citizens questioned most 

inappropriately during a time of 

crisis when Canadians were actually 

dying. That is shameful…ensuring 

the safety of all Canadians should 

never have been an issue. There is 

only one class of Canadian citizens, 

no matter where they were born. 

And they should receive Canada’s 

assistance during a crisis‖.  

Following the Iraeli-Hezboaal 

evacuation, many Canadians raised 

concerns regarding the allocation 

of their tax dollars to aid Canadians 

that did not contribute a portion of 

their income to the country 

themselves. This, again, is not a 

matter of dual citizenship, but of 

taxation, and amendments to the 

Tax Act are a more likely solution. 

There are three ways a country can 

go about acquiring taxes from its 

citizens; resident taxation (in which 

they tax anyone who lives in the 

country, regardless of citizenship), 

source taxation (in which they tax 

income earned in the country), or 

citizenship taxation (in which they 

tax their citizens).  

Canada, unlike the American 

system (in which Americans living 

abroad are required to file 

American income tax returns and 

are taxed on income earned while 

living outside the US), holds no 

such obligation towards its citizens 

residing out of the country. 

Altering the Tax Act to include all 

Canadians, residents or not, would 

actually foster equality and aid in 

solving tension regarding any 

perceptions of ―freeloading‖. In 

the same way that we value 

Canadian multinational 

corporations that have branch 

plants overseas as national assets, 

we must learn to consider 

Canadian diaspora as assets with 

long-term benefits.  

Dual citizenship has proven to be 

effective  not only in economic 

expansion and globalization, but 

also in fostering immigrant 

integration, aiding in the 

development of a stronger nation. 

The old adage that drew similarities 

between bigamy and dual 

citizenship proves to be faulty in 

nature, since the love a person has 

for a country cannot be likened to 

the love one holds for a husband 

or wife. Perhaps a more accurate 

analogy would be one that 

compared that relationship to that 

a child has for their parents. One 

can love both parent equally, but in 

different ways; and if that love 

could hold benefits for the future 

of our country, who are we to 

discourage it?   

(Continued from page 10) 
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READER’S VOICE 
Senate Electoral Review Committee 

by Al Mackling 

(St. James 1969-73, 1981-88) 

This brief was presented to the 

Legislative Committee on Senate 

Electoral Review which held public 

hearings last February. 

N o consideration should be 
given to a proposal to 

reform the Senate merely by 
electing senators. 

Unless there is a more 
substantial reform of the Senate, it 
should be abolished. 

I, along with many like 
minded socialists, have long held 
the view that the Upper Chamber 
is next to useless and serves 
merely to provide patronage 
appointments to deserving 
political friends. 

However, in recent times, 
some senators of whom Duff 
Roblin is one, have influenced my 
views to the point that I now 
believe that an elected, truly 
reformed Senate would be 
beneficial. 

I would reform the Senate in 
several ways: 

l. The current legislative process 
would be abolished – no longer 
would the Senate have the 
power to deny the passage of 
legislation once adopted by the 
House of Commons. 

2. The Senate could initiate 
legislation for consideration in 
the House of Commons. 

3. The Senate would, through 
standing committees, be 
charged with the careful annual 
oversight of all corporations 
that either are incorporated by 
act of parliament or provide 
national service: financial 
institutions, transportation, 
communications and so on. 

4. The Senate would through 
standing committees be 
charged with the annual 
oversight of criminal law, the 
federal judiciary, and human 
rights. 

While one may argue for 
differing areas of national concern 
that could or ought to be subject 
to continual oversight by a 
working Senate, it must be a 
working Senate, assisting the 
House of Commons in ensuring 
good governance in Canada. 

Senators should be elected for 
a ten year term with a maximum 
of two terms provided that no 
Senator can serve beyond 80 years 
of age. 

To be eligible to be elected to a 
reformed Senate one would need 
to: 

a) have been a Canadian citizen 
for 10 years or more; and 

b) have attained the age of 55 
years or more. 

The number of Senators 
would be the same as the House 
of commons, the federal Senate 
constituencies would be the same 
as the House of Commons 
constituencies, and the same 
provisions respecting public 
financing would prevail. 

My view is that for a 
democratic government to be 
effective and play a positive role in 
organized society, there must be 
more, not fewer, people elected to 
office. Constituencies should be 
of a size that ensures that the 
elected representative can 
effectively serve and represent his 
or her constituents’ interests. I 
believe that federal constituencies 
are too large and that there should 
be more, smaller constituencies 
and therefore more elected 
members. 

As a digression, it is sad to 
note how far the present City of 
Winnipeg has moved from this 
principle. Political efficiency isn’t 
the hallmark of a democratic 
government–quite the contrary, 
the most politically efficient 
government is a dictatorship. 

Voting for both Houses of 
Parliament should be by STB 
(single transferable ballot) where 
an elector votes for the preferred 
candidate #1, second choice #2, 

(Continued on page 13) 
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and so on. It is far more democratic 
than the present ―first-past-the-
post‖ system we have now. 

In Summary 

There should be no Senate if it 
is not only an elected Senate, but 
also is a working Senate, playing a 
responsible, positive role in 
Parliament, facilitating rather than 
second opinioning decisions of the 
House of Commons. 

Senate representation, 
constituencies and financial support 
systems should parallel that of the 
House of Commons, whose size 
should be increased to provide 
smaller constituencies and better 
representation.  

Editor’s Note: All are invited to submit 

articles expressing their opinions on 

various topics that might be of interest to 

members.  

(Continued from page 12) 

“In the spring, at the end of the day, you should smell like dirt.” ~ Margaret Atwood 

WHERE ARE THEY NOW? 
Harold Neufeld  

Harold Neufeld 

(Rossmere 1988–93) 

Harold Neufeld (born 
October 10, 1927 in Altona, 
Manitoba) was a member of the 
Legislative Assembly of 
Manitoba from 1988 to 1993, 
and a cabinet minister in the 
government of Gary Filmon 
from 1988 to 1992. 

Harold  began a public 
practice as a Chartered 
Accountant in 1954, and was a 
member of the Chartered 
Accountants of Manitoba. 

He first ran for the Manitoba 
legislature in the 1986 provincial 
election as a Progressive 
Conservative, losing to 

incumbent New Democrat Vic 
Schroeder by 527 votes in the 
north-end Winnipeg riding of 
Rossmere. In the 1988 election, 
with NDP support falling 
throughout the province, he was 
able to defeat Schroeder by 526 
votes in a rematch. 

He was appointed Minister 
of Energy and Mines with 
responsibility for the Manitoba 
Hydro Act and Seniors on 
May 9, 1988. He was relieved of 
the latter responsibility on April 
21, 1989. He was re-elected by 
an increased margin in the 1990 
provincial election. 

Harold stepped down from 
his cabinet position on January 
14, 1992, and resigned from the 
legislature on May 12, 1993. 

A lifelong Mennonite, 
Harold joined the executive of 
Menno Simons College and 
became chair of the Menno 
Simons College foundation after 
his retirement from the 

legislature.  
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WHERE ARE THEY NOW? 
Linda McIntosh  

Linda (Laughlin) McIntosh 

(Assiniboia 1990-99)  

Linda McIntosh Linda 
(Laughlin) McIntosh was a 
member of the Legislative 
Assembly of Manitoba from 1990 
to 1999, and a cabinet minister for 
most of this period. 

She was born in Montreal, 
Quebec, the child of a career 
military officer (RCAF), and was 
educated in Canada and Europe, 
attending eleven different schools 
during the course of her 
elementary and high school 
education. In 1960 she graduated 
from Royal George High School 
on Montreal’s south shore and 
moved to Manitoba (the province 
in which her parents were raised 
and to which they eventually 
retired) and began studies at St. 
John’s College, University of 
Manitoba. McIntosh graduated 
with honours from the Manitoba 
Teachers’ College, Tuxedo 
Campus, in 1963. 

She worked as a teacher and 
freelance commercial artist for 
several years, and was also a 
political commentator at the 

Canadian Broadcasting 
Corporation in 1985-86. 

McIntosh was elected as a 
school trustee in the Winnipeg 
region of St. James-Assiniboia in 
1980, and served until 1989, 
becoming its first female chair in 
1984. She was elected by the 
school trustees of Manitoba to 
serve as President of the Manitoba 
Association of School Trustees in 
the mid-eighties. 

In June 1988, she was hired as 
Special Assistant to Progressive 
Conservative leader Gary Filmon, 
who had become Manitoba’s 
Premier the previous month. 

McIntosh was herself elected 
to the Manitoba legislature in the 
provincial election of 1990, 
defeating incumbent Liberal Ed 
Mandrake by 1324 votes in the 
western Winnipeg riding of 
Assiniboia. 

On February 5, 1991, she was 
named Minister of Cooperative, 
Consumer and Corporate Affairs, 
with responsibility for the Liquor 
Control Act. In those roles she had 
the Residential Tenancy Act re-
written and established a 
Residential Tenancy Court which 
enabled landlords and tenants with 
disputes to have their issues 
resolved quickly and inexpensively 
without lengthy civil court battles. 

McIntosh was appointed to the 
Provincial Treasury Board on 
January 14, 1992, and served there 
for two years. 

On September 10, 1993, she 
became the Minister of Urban 

Affairs and Housing. In this 
portfolio she worked closely with 
then Winnipeg Mayor Susan 
Thompson on a wide variety of 
inter-provincial issues such as the 
Shoal Lake aqueduct agreement 
and the Municipal/Provincial/
Federal Infrastructure Agreements. 

Her work in the Housing 
Department earned her public 
recognition from public housing 
tenants. 

McIntosh was re-elected in the 
provincial election of 1995, 
defeating Liberal Allen Green by 
1130 votes. 

On May 9, 1995, she was 
appointed Minister of Education 
and Training. In this capacity, she 
was responsible for developing 
measurable standards for literacy 
and numeracy at three year 
intervals at grades 3, 6, 9, and 12. 
Mainly diagnostic in nature, these 
standards tests also counted for a 
portion of students’ final marks at 
the upper levels of learning. 

McIntosh felt that her most 
significant work was the 
undertaking of a two-year long 
Special Needs Study, culminating 
in recommendations, widely 
praised, which recommended how 
to best meet the challenges and 
opportunities of inclusivism; and 
how to create the most enabling 
learning experience for all 
students, in regular and special 
needs categories. 

As the minister responsible for 
all post-secondary education, she 
created the Council on Post-
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Secondary Education to be 
responsible for coordinating 
efforts amongst Manitoba’s 
Universities and Colleges, to better 
avoid duplication and overlap, and 
to ensure seamless movement 
from one level of learning to 
another throughout the province. 

It was under McIntosh’s tenure 
that the Canadian Mennonite 
University was established, and 
that a Task Force was established 
and completed recommendations 
on what needed to be done to 
arrange better opportunities for 
Apprenticeship and Trades 
training. 

She increased the student 
representation on the Universities’ 
Boards of Governors and 
approved the University of 
Manitoba’s Student Union’s 
Pathways to Excellence brief to the 
provincial government. Under her 
Tenure the Red River Community 
College expanded and was granted 
new nomenclature, becoming Red 
River College. On February 5, 
1999, McIntosh was named 
Minister of Environment with 

responsibility for the Manitoba 
Public Insurance Corporation Act. 

McIntosh was lost by three 
votes to New Democrat Jim 
Rondeau in the 1999 provincial 
election. McIntosh led Rondeau 
when the poll by poll count was 
taken on election night, but fell 
three votes behind when the 
institutional and absentee ballots 
came in. Both Rondeau and 
McIntosh later said that theirs was 
not a boring contest!  

McIntosh did not seek a return 
to office in 2003. 

McIntosh was associated with 
the Canadian Alliance Federal 
party prior to its merger with the 
Progressive Conservative Party of 
Canada in 2003, and thereafter 
became an active supporter of the 
Conservative Party of Canada, 
campaigning for Charleswood-St. 
James-Assiniboia Member of 
Parliament Steven Fletcher in 2004 
and 2006; and for Greg Rickford 
in 2008 who won the seat for the 
Conservatives in the Kenora 
riding. 

In 2008, McIntosh wrote a 
book, ―What Do You Do If You 
Don’t Die?‖, a biographical 
account of Steven Fletcher’s 
successful struggle to re-enter 
mainstream society after he was 
left paralyzed from the neck down 
as the result of a moose colliding 
with his car. Published by 
Heartland Associates, the book has 
been selling well in book stores 
across the country and has been 
highly praised by advocates for the 
catastrophically disabled. 

Don and Linda McIntosh have 
retired to their lakeside home in 
northwestern Ontario, and travel 
frequently to Manitoba to visit 

family and friends.  

“Awake, thou wintry earth 
Fling off thy sadness! 
Fair vernal flowers, laugh forth 
Your ancient gladness!” 

~Thomas Blackburn, “An Easter Hymn” 

“What is one to say about 
June, the time of perfect 
young summer, the 
fulfillment of the promise of 
the earlier months, and with 
as yet no sign to remind one 
that its fresh young beauty 
will ever fade.” 

~Gertrude Jekyll 

 

“It’s spring fever. That is what the 
name of it is. And when you’ve got 
it, you want — oh, you don’t quite 
know what it is you do want, but it 
just fairly makes your heart ache, 
you want it so!” 

~Mark Twain 

“Hoe while it is spring, and enjoy 
the best anticipations. It is not much matter if 
things do not turn out well. 

~Charles Dudley Warner 

“I love spring anywhere, but if I could choose I 
would always greet it in a garden.” 

~Ruth Stout    
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Why oh Why? 

If a word is misspelled in the dictionary, how would we 

ever know? 

If Webster wrote the first dictionary, where did he find 

the words? 

Why do we say something is out of whack?  What is a 

whack? 

Why does ‚slow down‛ and ‚slow up‛ mean the same 

thing? 

Why does ‚fat chance‛ and ‚slim chance‛ mean the same 

thing? 

Why do we sing ‚Take me out to the ball game‛ when we 

are already there? 

Why is it call ‚after dark‛ when it really is ‚after light‛? 

Doesn’t ‚expecting the unexpected‛ make the unexpected 

expected? 

Why are a ‚wise man‛ and a ‚wise guy‛ opposites? 

Why do ‚overlook‛ and ‚oversee‛ mean opposite things? 

Why do we put suits in garment bags and garments in a 

suitcase? 

Why do we wash bath towels? Aren’t we clean when we 

use them? 

Why doesn’t glue stick to the inside of the bottle?   

‚I walk without flinching through the 

burning cathedral of the summer. My 

bank of wild grass is majestic and full 

of music. It is a fire that solitude 

presses against my lips.‛ 

~Violette Leduc, Mad in Pursuit 

WHERE ARE THEY NOW? 
Paul Edwards  

Paul Edwards 

(St. James 1988–95) 

Paul was first elected to the Manitoba 
Legislature in the 1988 General Election, along 
with 19 other Liberal MLAs under the 
leadership of Sharon Carstairs. Paul was elected 
in the Winnipeg riding of St. James, and was re-
elected in the General Election of September 
1990. He was elected Leader of the Liberal 
Party in Manitoba in 1993 and was defeated in 
the General Election of 1995. Following the 
1995 election, Paul resigned as Leader and 
returned to his law practice on a full time basis. 

During his tenure as a member of the 
Legislature, Paul continued to practice law on a 
part time basis, except during the two-year 
period in which he served as Leader. He served 
as critic for numerous portfolios and was an 
active participant in Question Period and 
remembers his days in the Legislature and the 
many friends he made in all parties. 

Paul and Anne have four children, currently 
aged 21, 19, 16 and 14, and continue to reside 
in Winnipeg. Their eldest two children are both 
at university in Ontario. 

Paul articled with the firm of Pitblado & 
Hoskin (now Pitblado LLP) and remained with 
that firm until December of 1995, at which 
time he joined with others in establishing the 
firm of Duboff Edwards Haight & Schachter. 
Paul’s practice focuses primarily in the areas of 
labour and employment law and civil litigation. 

Both Paul and Anne are committed 
Winnipeggers and Manitobans, and enjoy a 
continuing high level of involvement with 
various community and charitable 
organizations. Summers are spent at Victoria 
Beach on Lake Winnipeg and Paul regularly 
enjoys golfing with his sons, although he rarely 

wins a game!   
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‚Politics has less to do with where you live than 

where your heart is.‛ 

~Margaret Cho 

‚Better to understand a little than to 

misunderstand a lot.‛ 

~Unknown 

‚It has been said that man is a rational animal. 

All my life I have been searching for evidence 

which could support this.‛ 

~Bertrand Russell 

‚Canada was built on dead beavers.‛ 

~Margaret Atwood  

‚Behind every great man is a woman rolling her 

eyes.`‛ 

~Jim Carrey 

‚Why do psychics have to ask for your name?‛  

~Unknown 

‚It may be your sole purpose in life to serve as a 

warning to others.‛ 

~Unknown 

‚The beginning 

of Canadian 

cultural 

nationalism was 

not ‘Am I really 

that oppressed?’ 

but ‘Am I really 

that boring?’‛ 

~Margaret Atwood  

‚If work is so 

terrific, why do 

they have to pay 

you to do it?‛ 

~Unknown 

‚If all the world 

is a stage, where 

is the audience 

sitting?‛ 

~Unknown 

‚If love is blind, 

why is lingerie so 

popular?‛ 

~Unknown 

‚We’d all like to vote for the best man, but he’s 

never a candidate.‛ 

~Frank McKinney “Kin” Hubbard 

‚A life without love is like a year without 

summer.‛   

~Swedish Proverb 

‚Being a child at home alone in the summer is a 

high-risk occupation. If you call your mother at 

work thirteen times an hour, she can hurt you.‛ 

~Erma Bombeck 

‚The first day of spring was once the time for 

taking the young virgins into the fields, there in 

dalliance to set an example in fertility for nature 

to follow. Now we just set the clocks an hour 

ahead and change the oil in the crankcase.‛ 

~E.B. White, “Hot Weather,”  

One Man’s Meat, 1944   

ON THE LIGHTER SIDE 
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PROMINENT PROVINCIAL CABINET MINISTERS IN MB POLITICAL HISTORY 

Ivan Schultz 

Ivan Schultz 

(Mountain 1930–55) 

I van Schultz was born on 
November 22, 1891 in 

Belmont, Manitoba, and died on 
March 5, 1974. He served in the 
Legislative Assembly of 
Manitoba as a Liberal-
Progressive from 1930 to 1955, 
and was a prominent cabinet 
minister in the governments of 
John Bracken, Stuart Garson and 
Douglas Campbell. 

Schultz was educated at 
Wesley College and the 
University of Manitoba. He was 
called to the Manitoba Bar in 
1920 and worked as a barrister, 
beginning his own practice at 
Baldur in 1921. He was a 
member of the Canadian 

Institute of International Affairs, 
and was appointed a King’s 
Counsel. 

Schultz served on the Baldur 
school board and the Baldur 
town board from 1922 to 1936. 
He was first elected to the 
Manitoba legislature in a by-
election on January 29, 1930, in 
the rural constituency of 
Mountain. The circumstances of 
Schultz’s election were significant 
for the emerging alliance of 
Liberals and Progressives in the 
Manitoba legislature. Schultz, a 
Liberal, won by acclamation 
when the Progressives declined 
to nominate a candidate. The 
parties created a formal alliance 
in the legislature two years later, 
and eventually became known 
simply as ―Liberal-Progressives‖. 

Schultz easily defeated a 
Conservative opponent in the 
1932 election, and a Social Credit 
opponent in the 1936 election. 
He was appointed to cabinet on 
September 21, 1936 as Minister 
of Education in John Bracken’s 
government. 

Returned by acclamation in 
the 1941 provincial election, 

Schultz was transferred to the 
Ministry of Health on February 
5, 1944, by Stuart Garson, who 
had succeeded Bracken as 
Premier of Manitoba one year 
earlier. Schultz easily defeated a 
candidate of the Cooperative 
Commonwealth Federation in 
the 1945 election, and was 
returned by acclamation again in 
1949. 

After another cabinet shuffle 
on November 7, 1952, Schultz 
was named as Attorney General 
of Manitoba. He was easily re-
elected in the 1953 election, and 
stepped down from cabinet and 
the legislature on January 22, 
1955 when he was appointed as a 
judge. 

Schultz was one of the most 
important figures in the 
legislature during the 1940s and 
1950s. Like most others in the 
Liberal-Progressive Party, he was 
essentially conservative in his 
political views and reluctant to 
legislate progressive changes. He 
opposed increases in Mothers’ 
Allowances in the 1940s, and 
opposed penal reform even prior 
to his appointment as Attorney 

General.  

I question not if thrushes sing,  

If roses load the air;  

Beyond my heart I need not reach  

When all is summer there.  

 

~John Vance Cheney 
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Salome Halldorson 

(St. George 1936–1941) 

E lin Salome Halldorson 
(December 29, 1887–1970) 

served in the Legislative 
Assembly of Manitoba from 
1936 to 1941 as a member of the 
Social Credit League. She was the 
second woman to serve in the 
provincial legislature. 

Halldorson was born to an 
Icelandic family in Lundar, 
Manitoba. She was educated at 
Wesley College in Winnipeg and 
the University of Manitoba, 
receiving a Bachelor of Arts 
degree. Halldorson worked as a 
teacher of languages, teaching 
Latin, French and German from 
1918 to 1938 at Jon Bjarnason 
Academy, a private school started 
by the Icelandic Lutheran 
Church in 1913. 

She was elected to the 
Manitoba legislature in the 1936 
provincial election, defeating 
Liberal-Progressive incumbent 
Skuli Sigfusson by 156 votes in 
the constituency of St. George. 
She was the first woman elected 
to the legislature since the 

resignation of Edith Rogers in 
1932. 

The Social Credit League 
won only five seats (out of 55) in 
this election, but held the balance 
of power by maintaining John 
Bracken’s Liberal-Progressive 
government in office. In 1940, 
the party formally entered an all-
party coalition government with 
the Liberal-Progressives, 
Conservatives and Cooperative 
Commonwealth Federation. 
Independent Member of the 
Legislative Assembly (MLA) 
Lewis St. George Stubbs was 
initially the only legislator not to 
join the government. 

Social Credit split on the 
coalition issue, and Halldorson 
broke with the rest of her caucus 
to serve as the legislature’s 
second opposition member. The 
Social Credit League 
subsequently expelled the other 
four MLAs, although they 
continued to identify themselves 
as representatives of the 
party. The reconstructed 
Social Credit League 
endorsed Halldorson’s 
decision, and Social Credit 
Premier of Alberta William 
Aberhart also supported her. 

The 1941 election greatly 
reduced Social Credit as a 
political force in the 
province. All of the anti-
coalition candidates were 
defeated, and Halldorson 

finished a distant second against 
Sigfusson in St George. 

In addition to her career in 
the legislature, Halldorson served 
as vice-president and president of 
the Manitoba Social Credit 
League in the 1930s and 1940s. 

In 1943, Halldorson 
contested a federal by-election in 
Selkirk as a candidate of the 
Social Credit Party of Canada. 
She came a very distant third, 
finishing almost 9,000 votes 
behind successful candidate 
William Bryce of the Cooperative 
Commonwealth Federation. She 
was re-nominated in the 1945 
provincial election, but declined 
to stand. 

Halldorson later taught at 
Morden, Transcona and at 
Balmoral Hall. In 1953, she 
wrote against proposed anti-
discrimination legislation as 
unduly restricting the freedom of 

employers.  

WOMEN IN MANITOBA POLITICAL HISTORY 
Salome Halldorson  

In winter I get up at night  

And dress by yellow candle-light.  
In summer quite the other way,  

I have to go to bed by day.  

~Robert Louis Stevenson 
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M anitoba was officially 
recognized by the Federal 

Government in 1870 as separate 
from the Northwest Territories, 
and became the first province 
created from the Territories. 

There are a few possible sources 
for the name ―Manitoba‖. The 
more likely is that it comes from 
Cree or Ojibwe and means ―strait 
of the Manitou (spirit)‖. It may 
also be from the Assiniboine for 
―Lake of the Prairie‖. 

Early history 

The geographical area now named 
Manitoba was originally inhabited 
as soon as the last ice age glaciers 
retreated in the southwest. The 
first humans in southern 
Manitoba left behind pottery 
shards, spear and arrow heads, 
copper, petroforms, pictographs, 
fish and animal bones, and signs 
of agriculture along the Red River 
of the North/Red River near 
Lockport, Manitoba. Eventually 
there were the aboriginal 
settlements of Ojibwa, Cree, 
Dene, Sioux, Mandan, and 
Assiniboine peoples, along with 
other tribes that entered the area 

to trade. There were 
many land trails made 
as a part of a larger 
native trading network 
on both land and water.  

For thousands of years 
there have been 
humans living in this 
region, and there are 
many clues about their 
ways of life.  

Explorers 

Henry Hudson, in 1611, was one 
of the first Europeans to sail into 
what is now known as Hudson 
Bay. The Nonsuch ship that sailed 
into Hudson Bay in 1668-1669 
was the first trading voyage that 
led to the formation of the 
Hudson’s Bay Company. The 
Hudson’s Bay Company was 
given the fur trading rights to the 
entire Hudson Bay watershed, that 
covers land in what is now known 
as Alberta, Saskatchewan, 
Manitoba, Ontario, Minnesota, 
North Dakota, and more.  

The first European to reach 
present-day central and southern 
Manitoba was Sir Thomas Button, 
who travelled upstream along the 
Nelson River and Lake 
Winnipeg in 1612 and 
may have reached 
somewhere along the 
edge of the prairies 
where he reported of 
seeing a bison. Pierre 
Gaultier de Varennes, 
Sieur de la Vérendrye, 
visited the Red River 
Valley in the 1730s as 

part of opening the 
area for French 
exploration and 
exploitation. Many 
other French and Metis 
explorers came from 
the east and the south 
by going down the 
Winnipeg River and 
down the Red River. 
An important French-
Canadian population 

(Franco-Manitobains) still lives in 
Manitoba, especially in the Saint-
Boniface district of eastern 
Winnipeg.  

Fur trading forts were built by 
both the North West Company 
and the Hudson’s Bay Company 
along the many rivers and lakes, 
and there was often fierce 
competition with each other in 
more southern areas. 

The territory was won by the 
Kingdom of Great Britain in 1763 
as part of the French and Indian 
War, and this was a part of 
Rupert’s Land, the immense 
trading monopoly territory of the 
Hudson’s Bay Company that was 
the entire watershed that flows 
northward into Hudson Bay.  

EARLY HISTORY OF MANITOBA 

Métis and Red River carts 

The former Manitoba 

Coat of arms 

Hudson Bay Company headquarters at York 

Factory, Manitoba. (1853) 
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The founding of the first 
agricultural community and 
settlements in 1812 by Lord 
Selkirk, north of the area which is 
now downtown Winnipeg, 
resulted in conflict between the 
British colonists and the Métis 
who lived and 
traded near 
there. 

 

 

Province of Manitoba 

When Rupert’s Land was ceded to 
Canada in 1869 and incorporated 
into the Northwest Territories, a 
lack of attention to Métis 
concerns led their elected leader 
Louis Riel to establish a 
provisional government as part of 
The Red River Rebellion. 
Negotiations between the 
provisional government and the 
Canadian government resulted in 
the creation of the Province of 
Manitoba and its entry into 
Confederation in 1870. However, 
Louis Riel was pursued by Garnet 
Wolseley because of the rebellion, 
and he fled into exile.  

The Métis were blocked by the 
Canadian government in their 
attempts to obtain land promised 
to them as part of Manitoba’s 

entry into confederation. Facing 
bigotry from the new flood of 
white settlers from Ontario, the 
Métis moved in large numbers to 
what would become 
Saskatchewan and Alberta. 

Originally, the province of 
Manitoba was only one-eighteenth 
of its current size and square in 
shape – it was known as the 
―postage stamp province.‖ It grew 

progressively, absorbing 
land from the 
Northwest Territories 
until it attained its 

current size by 
reaching 60° 
north in 1912. 

In 1875 
Icelandic 
emigrants settled 

in Manitoba 
around Lake 

Winnipeg, around Gimli and what 
was called New Iceland. This was 
the largest settlement of 
Icelanders outside of the country. 

Numbered Treaties were signed in 
the late 1800s with the chiefs of 
various First Nations that lived in 
the area now known as Manitoba. 
These treaties made quite specific 
promises of land for every family, 
medicine chests, yearly payments, 
etc. This led to a reserve system 
under the jurisdiction of the 
Federal Government. Presently, 
there are still land claim issues 
because the proper amount of 
land that was promised to the 
native peoples was not given in all 
cases. 

Manitoba Schools 

The Manitoba Schools Question 
showed the deep divergence of 
cultural values in the territory. The 

French had been guaranteed a 
state supported separate school 
system in the original constitution 
of Manitoba, but a grass roots 
political movement among 
Protestants in 1888-90 demanded 
the end of French schools. In 
1890 the Manitoba legislature 
passed a law abolishing French as 
an official language of the 
province, and removing funding 
for Catholic schools. The French 
Catholic minority asked the 
federal Government for support; 
however the Orange Order and 
other anti-Catholic forces 
mobilized nationwide. The 
Conservatives proposed remedial 
legislation to over-ride Manitoba’s 
legislation but they in turn were 
blocked by Liberals, led by Wilfrid 
Laurier who opposed the remedial 
legislation on the basis of 
provincial rights.  

Once appointed Prime Minister in 
1896, Laurier proposed a 
compromise stating that Catholics 
in Manitoba could have a Catholic 
education for 30 minutes at the 
end of the day if there were 
enough students to warrant it, on 
a school-by-school basis. 
Tensions over language remained 
high in Manitoba (and 
nationwide) for decades to come. 

Source: Wikipedia 

Wood Lake School 1896 
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IN MEMORIAM 

Pete Adam  

Pete Adam 

(Ste.Rose, 1971-88) 

P 
eacefully and with dignity, 
at the age of 95, Aimé 
Rawleigh (Pete) Adam 

completed his life’s journey on 
January 7, 2009, in Dauphin, 
Manitoba. 

Pete lived a full and accomplished 
life. He was born in Radville, 
Saskatchewan on December 5, 
1913. He was rather small for his 
age and, being that French was 
spoken at home, his mother often 
referred to him as ―petit‖; 
eventually this evolved into the 
nickname ―Pete.‖ Shortly 
thereafter, Pete’s family moved to 
Manitoba, first to Toutes Aides, 
and later to Crane River.  

The family business there involved 
commercial fishing, fur trading, a 
general store, post office and 
tourist operations. There, Pete 
gained his acumen for business, 
developed a deep appreciation and 
respect for nature, and formed 
lifelong bonds with the people of 
the Ochichakkosipi First Nation.  

The latter experiences were the 
foundation that led Pete to form 

many friendships and 
acquaintances amongst the 
Aboriginal and Métis communities 
in the surrounding area. 
Throughout his life he was an 
advocate for the inherent rights of 
Aboriginal peoples.  

When Pete was 22, two important 
events happened in his life. The 
first, he voted for the first time for 
the CCF party in a federal election. 
Little did he conceive at the time 
that this would be the first stroke 
in the development of a political 
career in later years.  

The second, and most important 
event, was his courtship and 
marriage to Mary Didychuk, who 
came from a solid farm family near 
Rorketon. Pete and Mary were 
married on January 19, 1937 at 
Toutes Aides.  

As a young married couple, Pete 
and Mary moved to Winnipeg 
where Pete worked for CN 
Railway. When his father called 
him home to Crane River to help 
out, they quickly made the move. 
He helped out Nick Werbiski at 
Rorketon in the implement 
dealership and hotel during the 
summer. This led, in 1949, to Pete 
establishing an International 
Harvester Implement Dealership 
in Ste. Rose du Lac with his 
brother Romeo.  

During this period Pete was an 
active member of the Ste. Rose 
Lions Club. He was an avid 
sportsman and loved hunting and 
fishing, often with his lifelong 
friend Hank Knippleberg. A 
treasured memory was a special 

pheasant-hunting trip in Brooks, 
Alberta, with Hank. Pete enjoyed 
curling too and attended many 
bonspiels.  

The implement dealership went 
through good and bad times, as 
did farming itself. Interest in the 
conditions for farmers emerged at 
this time, with Pete being an early 
supporter of co-operatives and the 
National Farmers Union. He was 
president of Local 509 of the 
National Farmers Union. During 
his term as president, he 
consolidated the Local and 
attracted over 300 new members. 

In 1961, Pete bought a farm 
outside Ochre River, and started 
farming and ranching in earnest. 
Later, Pete and Mary expanded the 
implement business to their farm, 
using the land to demonstrate farm 
equipment.  

In 1969, the New Democratic 
Party of Manitoba approached 
Pete to stand as a candidate in the 
1971 by-election for the Ste. Rose 
constituency. The people of the 
constituency chose Pete as their 
representative in the Legislature, 
and re-elected him in 1973, 1977 
and 1981, serving in the 
governments of Edward Schreyer 
and Howard Pawley.  

In 1981, he was appointed 
Minister of Municipal Affairs and 
Minister of Cooperative 
Development, and later, in 1983, 
Minister of Government Services.  

His proudest achievement while 
Minister of Municipal Affairs was 
the creation and implementation 
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of the Mainstreet Manitoba 
Program, which benefitted so 
many communities in rural 
Manitoba. This program was so 
popular it earned him the 
nickname ―Mainstreet Pete.‖ As 
well, he was remarkably successful 
in promoting the building of 
personal care facilities in his 
constituency.  

Pete, with Mary by his side, 
travelled extensively in service to 
his constituency; he was constantly 
in contact with his constituents 
over the many years he served 
them.  

When Pete and Mary retired, and 
moved to Dauphin, Manitoba, 
they sold their farm to Raymond 
and Jeanette Janssen.  

In all his dealings, Pete was honest 
and fair. If he gave his word and a 
handshake, it was his bond and 
could be relied upon.  

He had a keen intellect and a 
searching, active mind. He always 
sought to identify and understand 
the forces and motivations that 
were the underpinnings of 
whatever circumstance or event he 
encountered. It was primarily this 
inherent talent that ensured his 
success both in private business 
and in public affairs. 

Furthermore his inquiring nature 
compensated for the minimal 
formal education that he had been 
able to acquire in his youth. To 
any other man such a lost 
opportunity might have been a 
grave disadvantage, but for Pete 
merely freed his time to pursue 
practical life experience and to 
think deeply on the issues of the 
day.  

Pete had a wry sense of humour, 
which he expressed readily 
amongst family, friends and 
acquaintances through clever 
anecdotes and yarns. He was an 
accomplished storyteller and could 
keep an audience round a kitchen 
table engrossed for hours! But as 
well his wit could be cutting, if he 
thought the other fellow deserved 
it, and woe betide anyone who 
thought to debate with Pete in any 
but a polite and honourable 
fashion.  

As a counterpoint to his 
intellectual capacity, Pete was also 
in his element with his sleeves 
rolled up and a wrench, a hammer, 
a saw or some other tool in his 
hand. He was an intuitive problem 
solver, able to fix just about any 
machine, and if he didn’t have the 
right tool to do the job, he’d make 
one!  

Pete cherished his wife Mary and 
his family of girls, and though, 
particularly in his younger years, he 
was only rarely able to lavish 
luxuries on them, still there were 
always good food, good company, 
happy times and fine 
entertainment in their home.  

He taught his daughters how to 
fish for pickerel, how to drive a 
car, a truck or a boat, and together 
with their mother he showed them 
that solidarity within the family is 
the basis for happiness. He gave 
his daughters independence to 
pursue their own interests, and 
support as they strove to make 
their dreams reality.  

Pete enjoyed music and dancing, 
and at many events, he would 
often be called upon to 
demonstrate his skill at dancing 
the jig. In his later years, he both 
learned to play the violin, as well 
as collecting a number of them. 
He knew the lyrics of many songs 
and he would often sing them to 
family members and friends.  

Pete had strong principles and 
lived by them - social justice and 
equality, respect for people and the 
environment, and acceptance of 
the diversity in people. He stayed 
current with Canadian and 
international politics, and world 
events, until the end of his life.  

His family will greatly miss his 

wisdom, love, and guidance.  
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